down the long path through the rolling hills that led back to 
the parking lot. We slipped out onto the road and got back 
to our college by 6 A.M. Elated from the night of the living 
Edheads, and from the fantastic show, I swear we laughed 
most of the way home! 


PAUL J. PEARAH 










~ 


© 6730/86 Q 
Riverbend Music Center, Cincinnati, OH 


Set 4: Feel like a Stranger, Friend of the Devil, Mama 
Tried > Big River, Loser, Cassidy > West L.A. Fadeaway, 
Let It Grow 

Set 2: Bertha, Man Smart (Woman Smarter), Ship of 
Fools, Smokestack Lightning > He’s Gone > Drums > 
Space > I Need a Miracle > Stella Blue > Good Lovin’ 


Encore: The Mighty Quinn (Quinn, the Eskimo) 





1. Source: AUD, Quality: B+, Length: 2:20 
Highlights: Loser, West L.A. Fadeaway, Ship of Fools 


Garcia sounds at the top of his game only weeks before slip- 
ping into his diabetic coma. This is Jerry’s show right down 
the line. 

Razor-sharp renditions of “Loser” and “West L.A. Fade- 
away” highlight the first set. Most of Weir’s tunes are played at 
breakneck pace (yes, I checked the tape speed), and many suf- 
fer for it. “Stranger” is played briskly enough to cause Bobby 
to forget lyrics and lag behind the band when he manages to 
remember them. Amazingly, Jerry is perfectly in time on every 
song and plays some wonderful, inventive licks on a hyper- 
speed “Let It Grow,” which clocks in at under ten minutes. 

The second-set pre-“Drums” sports an impassioned 
“Ship of Fools”—one of the best these ears have heard. The 
end of the show feels a bit rushed, especially “Miracle” and 
“Good Lovin’.” Yet, Garcia manages to churn out great 
riffs on both. Jerry also shines vocally on a solid “Stella 
Blue” and a spry “Mighty Quinn.” When he wanted to, the 
guy could really sing. 

TOM VAN SANT 


Reviews: June 1986 


















© 128 OB 
The Rubber Bowl, University of Akron, 
Akron, OH 


Set 1: Alabama Getaway > Greatest Story Ever Told > 
They Love Each Other, Little Red Rooster*, Don’t 
Think Twice, It’s All Right*, It’s All Over Now, Baby 
Blue*, Candyman, Me and My Uncle > Mexicali Blues, 
Don’t Ease Me In 

Set 2: China Cat Sunflower > I Know You Rider, Play- 
ing in the Band > Desolation Row** > Drums > Space > 
Truckin’ > Black Peter > Sugar Magnolia 


Encore: Box of Rain 


Personnel: * With Bob Dylan, **Without Jerry 

1. Source: AUD, Quality: A—, Length: 3:00 

Highlights: Greatest Story Ever Told, Little Red Rooster, 
Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right, It’s All Over Now, Baby 
Blue, I Know You Rider, Truckin’, Box of Rain 


This is a nice front-of-board recording of this show that has 
the nice surprise of Bob Dylan showing up and playing with 
the Dead during their set after playing the opening set with 
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers. It also is clear upon close 
listening that Jerry sounds tired, much more so than he did 
on the spring tour. This would become more apparent on 
July 4 in Buffalo and culminate with his problems in the 
sweltering heat during the show in D.C. on the seventh. 

The opening run of songs begins strongly enough with a 
Brent-driven “Alabama Getaway” that leads into a perky 
“Greatest Story Ever Told,” which, in turn winds into “They 
Love Each Other.” Jerry’s playing sounds fine here, but his 
singing betrays his struggle and is the first sign of trouble. 
Fortunately Bob Dylan joins in at this point, and even more 
fortuitously, they choose to play some nice acoustic nuggets 
from Dylan’s oeuvre. It is hard to make Dylan out in “Little 
Red Rooster,” as he seems hesitant singing with Weir. How- 
ever, both “Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right” and “It’s All 
Over Now, Baby Blue” show more command by both Gar- 
cia and Dylan, testaments to their acoustic roots. Both songs 
are skillfully played and poignantly sung and make the show 
worth seeking out. Jerry also plays well on “Candyman,” 
with nice harmonies by Weir and Mydland. 

Set 2 is full of more of the same ups and downs, triumph 
and tragedy. Garcia has a hard time with “China Cat Sun- 
flower,” and the whole band seems out of synch, but they 
redeem the combination with an energetic and well-jammed 
“I Know You Rider,” complete with a rousing and heartfelt 
final chorus. The “Playing in the Band” is a more rocking 
than spacey version, and it winds down into a strange but 
perhaps necessary choice of “Desolation Row” as Jerry 
leaves the stage. The “Space” is short but strange and a pretty 
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good “Truckin’ ” comes tumbling along from the weirdness. 
The rest of the set seems lacking in energy compared to the 
April Fool’s Day show with the same final three songs, even 
though Phil does a nice job of redeeming the set with a well- 
played and warmly received “Box of Rain” encore. 

ANDY LEMIEUX 










Q 774/86 Q 
Rich Stadium, Orchard Park, NY 


Set 1: Jack Straw, Dupree’s Diamond Blues, C. C. Rider, 
Tennessee Jed, My Brother Esau, Touch of Grey 

Set 2: Cold Rain and Snow > Fire on the Mountain, 
Samson and Delilah > The Wheel > I Need a Miracle > 
Uncle John’s Band > Drums > Space > Gimme Some 
Lovin’ > Goin’ Down the Road Feeling Bad > Turn On 
Your Lovelight 


Encore: U.S. Blues 





1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 3:00 

2. Source: AUD, Quality: A—, Length: 3:00 

Highlights: Jack Straw, My Brother Esau, I Need a Mir- 
acle, Gimme Some Lovin’, Turn On Your Lovelight 


We drove eight hours to get to this show, excited about 
catching the triple bill and psyched to enjoy the holiday 
weekend with the Dead. It was very hot and the traffic was 
congested due to the number of people and road construc- 
tion. We were happy to get into the stadium and met up 
with friends both at and after the show. The Dead played 
first, which we were hoping would not be the case, since 
they closed the show in Akron. 

My brother Steve called the opening “Jack Straw” with 
the topical line for the holiday (“... fourth day out of 
July ...”), which is a well-played opener. Jerry seems like 
he’s struggling with “Dupree’s Diamond Blues,” though, as 
he mumbles some of the words and seems out of it. “C. C. 
Rider” is nice and bluesy and the crowd is spilling over the 
barrier and dropping onto the field by this point. “Brother 
Esau” is also well played and sung with conviction by Bob. 


GRATEFUL DEAD PRODUCTIONS Presents 
GRATEFUL DEAD 
* BOB DYLAN * 


TOM PETTY 
& THE HEARTBREAKERS 
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Not only does Jerry struggle through set 1, but “Cold 
Rain and Snow” seems like an odd choice on a ninety-plus 
degree and bright, sunny day! Phil and both drummers pro- 
pel this version anyhow, “Fire on the Mountain” soars after 
an awkward beginning and has some nice Brent fills and a 
nice jam, albeit a short one. Bobby preaches the blues with 
a ripping “Samson and Delilah,” and the whole band cooks 
with purpose on “I Need a Miracle,” too. “Uncle John’s 
Band” is Jerry’s best effort of the day vocally and musically, 
though it is obvious to us that something is wrong. It is 
interesting to watch “Drums” in a big stadium from on high 
as Mickey and Billy egg the crowd on down on the field. 
“Space” has a strange jam with Bobby and Brent before giv- 
ing way to one of the two best songs of the day, “Gimme 
Some Lovin’,” out of “Space.” Brent plays his ass off on the 
Hammond and Phil sounds determined on the tape to “out- 
sing” Brent! “Goin’ Down the Road Feeling Bad” does not 
maintain the energy level, but things pick up again with the 
other jewel of the day, a set-closing “Turn On Your Love- 
light.” Bobby hams it up as frontman and the band seems to 
have finally found the groove they’ve been seeking. The 
encore, an appropriate “U.S. Blues,” is unremarkable. 

I thought that both Dylan’s set and the set played by 
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers that followed were 
marred by the soundman’s inability to get the mix right, 
because I saw them on a double bill at Great Woods a 
week later and the show was fantastic in terms of sound 
and performance. 








ANDY LEMIEUX 


Robert F. Kennedy Stadium, Washington, DC 


Set 1: Hell in a Bucket > Sugaree, Me and My Uncle > 
Big River, Row Jimmy, Cassidy, Althea, Let It Grow 
Set 2: Saint of Circumstance > Iko Iko, Looks like Rain 
> He’s Gone > Drums > Space > Stella Blue > Throwing 
Stones > Not Fade Away 

Encore: Brokedown Palace 





1. Source: SBD, Quality: A-, Length: 2:20 

2. Source: AUD, Quality: B+, Length: 2:20 

Highlights: Cassidy, Althea, Let It Grow, Saint of Cir- 
cumstance, Brokedown Palace 


Hot. And Humid. We’re talking 100 degrees plus 95 per- 
cent humidity. No shade, no clouds, nowhere, no how. The 
old baseball dugouts from when the Washington Senators 
played here serve as a makeshift medevac with sunstroke 
victims carried in every fifteen minutes or so. I mean, it’s 
hot. Go ahead, stand anywhere you want. There’s nowhere 
to hide. Even the two firehoses at the front of the stage 





